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The tradition of the Basque Cider House!

If you are a foodie heading to San Sebastian, there’s one tradition you
need to know about: the Basque Cider House.
Called sagardotegi (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagardotegi)in Basque, these temples to great food and drink are

open from late January to the beginning of May. Visiting the cider houses in San Sebastian is one of the best ways to
witness Basque food and culture first hand.

What is a Basque Cider House?

A traditional Basque cider house is not to be confused with a restaurant, according to most cider house owners. Think of
it more as a workshop- a brewery of sorts, where the year’s cider is just about finished fermenting. In order to have
people taste their cider (which should be sold quickly, as cider is meant to be consumed within a year of bottling), cider
house owners began inviting people to come taste the year’s results alongside some delicious home cooked food. At the
Basque cider house, there is no menu- you usually pay per person and then the food starts coming!

The typical order of events is as follows:

1. Tortillade bacalao (salt cod omelet)

2. Bacalao con pimientos (cod with roasted red peppers)

3. Txuleta (Aged local beef, served rare)

4. Queso idiazabal con membrillo (Idiazabal cheese and quince jam)
Some places add even more dishes, but these four courses are the standard. And throughout the meal (which in the
traditional places is still eaten on foot, at long shared wooden tables), you can visit the cider barrels as many times as you

want, and drink to your heart’s content! At only about 6% alcohol, you can think of cider as a very weak wine, or a rather
strong beer- as you prefer!
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The txuletas ready to go!

Delicious salt cod omelet.
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The main event: aged beef txuleta

Smokey idiazabal cheese with quince jam and walnuts.

What is Basque Cider?

Remember that the cider we are talking about is totally different than the hard cider found in other countries. We call it

“natural” cider, as it’s simply fermented apples- no added ingredients- and no bubbles or sugar! The special pouring
technique aerates the cider and gives it a bit of effervescence.

How to Pour it
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At the Basque cider house you'll have to work for your drink- forget about bottles, and head straight to the large
wooden cider barrels with your empty glass.

Learn the incredible history of Basque traditions, like the cider house!

Approach your barrel of choice (most cider houses have a few different brews to taste) and get in line for a taste. When
it's your turn, start to serve yourself by holding your cider glass as low as possible- almost touching the floor. Let the
cider hit the rim of the glass, where it “breaks” and aerates. Slowly raise your glass towards the barrel and when you have
about three fingers of cider in your glass step back and let the next person take over the stream.

Most importantly- drink your cider fast!

TXOTX!

The above technique works perfectly if the cider barrel tap is already open! But what if you want cider and no one is
there to open it? If you open the tap you have to yell txotx! and invite others to line up behind you. The trick? You have to
stick around until the last person finishes and close the tap! Generally txotx! is reserved for the owners when they open
anew tap.

Where Can I Find a Basque Cider House in San Sebastian?

San Sebastian has a variety of nearby cider houses- most are only open in season, though some offer their cider
experience all year round. Here are some we'd recommend checking out!

®  Zapiain (http://zapiain.eus/)

®  Zelaia (http://www.zelaia.es/en)

®  Petritegi (https://www.petritegi.com/en)

Our visit to a San Sebastian Cider House

Here at Devour San Sebastian we've been researching this tradition for a long time, and during one of last year’s visits
our co-founder, James Blick, made this video. We hope it shows you the special atmosphere of the Basque Cider
House and encourages you to come along to one next season!

San Sebastian's BEST cider house | A Real Basque Country feast!

Have you been to a Basque cider house? What did you think? Any favorite cider houses in San Sebastian that we missed?

\dd them in the comments! . . . . .
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Visiting San Sebastian? Love food? Don’t miss our pintxos tours! Join our Ultimate Pintxo & Wine Tour
(https://devoursansebastianfoodtours.com/tours/tour/pintxos-wine-tour/) to discover the old town of San Sebastian
like a local!
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