17/2/2020 Txotx! Drinking Cider (and Eating Cider-House Food) in the Basque Region — Tomato Kumato

f| v

yANEES VAN VANEES

teps (htep: (eep:
//face //twit //inst
book. ter.co agra
com/ m/em m.co
emily iglia) m/em

infra ily_in
ncei) _fran
ce)

HOME (HTTP://WWW.TOMATOKUMATO.COM)

SERIES (HTTPS://WWW.TOMATOKUMATO.COM/CATEGORY/SERIES/)
RECIPES (HTTPS://WWW.TOMATOKUMATO.COM/CATEGORY/RECIPES/)
PARIS ET MA VIE (HTTPS://WWW.TOMATOKUMATO.COM/CATEGORY/PARIS/)
TRAVEL (HTTPS:/WWW.TOMATOKUMATO.COM/CATEGORY/TRAVEL/)

ABOUT (HTTPS:/WWW.TOMATOKUMATO.COM/ABOUT/)

Txotx! Drinking Cider (and Eating Cider-House
Food) in the Basque Region

OCT

18 & EMIGLIA (HTTPS:/WWW.TOMATOKUMATO.COM/AUTHOR/ADMIN/)

https://www.tomatokumato.com/txoxt-drinking-cider-and-eating-cider-house-food-in-the-basque-region/ 113


http://facebook.com/emilyinfrance1
http://twitter.com/emiglia
http://instagram.com/emily_in_france
http://www.tomatokumato.com/
https://www.tomatokumato.com/category/series/
https://www.tomatokumato.com/category/recipes/
https://www.tomatokumato.com/category/paris/
https://www.tomatokumato.com/category/travel/
https://www.tomatokumato.com/about/
https://www.tomatokumato.com/author/admin/

17/2/2020 Txotx! Drinking Cider (and Eating Cider-House Food) in the Basque Region — Tomato Kumato

San Sebastian is located not far from the Rioja wine region, but it’s even closer to a hard apple cider

region, home to delicious sidra and even more delicious (in my opinion) cider-house meals. Attending

one of these meals is as much a cultural experience as it is a culinary one, so I knew this was something I

should share with my friends on our recent trip to the region.
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There are a handful of cider houses within the city of San Sebastian, but they’re not the most traditional
of the lot. Seeing as we didn’t have a car, we decided to go to the closest one we could get to by taxi —
about 15 minutes’ drive from the city center but still enough into the countryside to feel authentic.
Petritegi did not disappoint.

(https://www.flickr.com/photos/42807215@N00/43588694100/in/dateposted-public/)

As in most Basque cider houses, there was a set menu on offer: the only choice to be made was in the
fish course. Not knowing for sure whether we’d prefer the top or bottom half of a hake, we chose the
most basic menu featuring cod and peppers, and then the txotx began.

https://www.tomatokumato.com/txoxt-drinking-cider-and-eating-cider-house-food-in-the-basque-region/ 3/13


https://www.flickr.com/photos/42807215@N00/43588694100/in/dateposted-public/

17/2/2020

Txotx! Drinking Cider (and Eating Cider-House Food) in the Basque Region — Tomato Kumato

(https:// www.flickr.com/photos/42807215@N00/43588691570/in/dateposted-public/)
Txotx is the Basque version for cheers, but more than that, it’s a term used to refer to a specific way of
drinking cider: straight from the barrel. Txotxis said to be an onomatopoeia for the sound a barrel

makes when punctured. In cider houses, the call of txotxis used to say “cheers!” but also to invite all
participants to come up to the barrel to serve themselves.

At Petritegi, a staff member is on-hand at the beginning of the night to teach you how it’s done, but by
the end of the night, you become a pro at capturing the stream of cider in your glass.
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The cider is accompanied by a long list of dishes, all served to share. We started things off with pieces of

arich, savory sausage.

(https://www.flickr.com/photos/42807215@N00/43588692130/in/dateposted-public/)

Soon after, a cod omelette is served. Distinct from Spanish tortillas which you’ll find in
many pintxo bars, this omelette is a bit more solid and is cooked with thick pieces of salt cod and
slightly-caramelized onions.
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Next comes the fish course - fried salt cod with fried peppers. It’s a delicious if heavy dish that
unfortunately defeated us.
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(https://www.flickr.com/photos/42807215@N00/43588687560/in/dateposted-public/)

It was good we stopped when we did, however: rare txuleta steak was next. One of my friends
commented that she was worried, at first, when they didn’t ask us how it was cooked. LuckKily, it’s
because they cook every one perfectly rare. Super tender and flavorful, this steak is the stuff of legends.
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Hard sheep’s milk cheese is served next, accompanied by a block of sweet quince paste. I smeared the
paste on the cheese, which I'm fairly sure is frowned upon, but I was several ciders in at this point, and

no one seemed too bummed.

(https://www.flickr.com/photos/42807215@N00/43588682200/in/dateposted-public/)

The cheese was served with walnuts (another interactive portion of the meal).
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And we finished things off with almond tuiles and buttery Russian cigarettes.

Petritegi Bidea 6, Astigarraga
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One thought on “Txotx! Drinking Cider (and Eating Cider-
House Food) in the Basque Region”

elizabeth (http://themanhattanfoodproject.wordpress.com) October 25, 2018
(https://www.tomatokumato.com/txoxt-drinking-cider-and-eating-cider-house-food-in-the-
basque-region/#comment-518946)

This is really cool-when we were in San Sebastian almost two months ago we didn’t do much
exploring outside of the city because we were only there for a couple of days, but I'll have to put this
on my list of places to go for our next visit there. In the meantime, I'll have to check out the dishes in
The Basque Book that cover the cider house meal.

Comments are closed.
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